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Music teachers across the division have a new 
way to bring Indigenous perspectives to their 
classrooms. 

The music and band teachers from each school 
attended an Indigenous Drumming workshop as 
part of a recent professional development day, 
where they each received a traditional deer hide 
drum from the division, to learn to play at the 
workshop.

“Our music teachers had asked for support 
bringing Indigenous perspectives into their 
teaching, and doing it correctly and authentically,” 
says SRSD Indigenous Education Consultant Sandy 
Rodrigues, who organized the workshop.

The afternoon began with a traditional feast 
of bison stew and bannock, blessed by Elder 
Winston Wuptunee, who also blessed the new 
drums. Manitoba Indigenous singer, drummer and 
storyteller Ray “Coco” Stevenson then worked 
with the teachers to demonstrate how to drum 
in class with their students, teaching them some 
of his songs and the etiquette surrounding the 
ceremony of the drums. 

“We need our Indigenous-identifying students to 
see their culture within our schools, and in their 
classrooms and their learning. With the province’s 
new Indigenous Education Policy Framework, 
Mamàhtawisiwin: The Wonder we are Born 
With, it’s important that we bring in Indigenous 
teachings, understandings and world views into all 
curriculums,” Rodrigues says.

As drum carrriers, the music and band teachers 
are now able to share their new knowledge with 
their students. Many of them have their drums 
displayed in their classrooms, and have begun 
using them in their lessons. 

Keeping the beat with traditional drumming 

Land Acknowledgement
Rivière Seine River School Division is located on Treaty 1 Territory, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabe, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene Peoples and the homeland of the Red River Métis. 
SRSD respects the treaties that were made on this territory and are dedicated to working together 
in the spirit of reconciliation for as long as the sun shines, the grass grows and the river flows.

 Elder Winston (left, with his wife by his side) shared a blessing and 
some drum songs with music teachers, including Sylvie Chaput 
(right) of École Ile des Chênes School.

 Some of the traditional drums the music teachers received.
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 Grade 6 student Jabari O. votes in LBC’s mock election, 
with help from Educational Assistant Heba Fang.

Electing to learn
When it came time to learn about civic elections 
while studying government, students in Brian 
Trenchard’s Grade 5/6 class at La Barrière Crossings 
School were excited to go all in, conducting their 
own mock election that coincided with Winnipeg’s 
mayoral race this past fall.

Through a program called CIVIX from the 
Canadian organization Student Vote – which uses 
elections as hands-on teachable moments about 
government and democracy – the students received 
ballot boxes, mock ballots and voting booths. They 
learned about the various mayoral candidates, took 
on election official roles, then held a mock vote 
within their classroom, Trenchard explains. 

“They researched the mayoral candidates and 
some of the important issues like homelessness 
and poverty, and voted on who they thought 
would win,” Trechard says. After their classroom 
vote, they opened up their “election” to the whole 
school, inviting the other students to visit their 
classroom to vote. 

“It became a fully student-powered election centre. 
They made some fun connections and enjoyed 
feeling important,” Trenchard says. 

“I felt like I had a real job, like I was actually 
working for the election,” says Grade 6 student 
Fero D. “Voting is important because everyone 
needs to be involved to pick a leader.” 

The students counted the ballots and declared 
Scott Gillingham the winner both in their classroom 
and schoolwide. They were excited to learn their 
prediction was correct when Gillingham won the 
real mayoral race, Trenchard adds. 

“Teaching kids about civics, not just talking about 
how it works but actually making it fun and 
interesting and getting them excited to vote for 
real in a few years, is always at the back of my 
mind,” he says. 

Becoming “story pirates”

Young children are always making up silly stories with 
crazy characters. But what if they could see their wild 
ideas come to life? 

A collaboration between Ste. Anne Collegiate (SAC) and 
Ste. Anne Elementary School (SAE) does just that, pairing 
high school Drama students with Grade 1/2 students to 
gather ideas to put on stage. 

The project was inspired by a travelling theatre troupe 
Grade 10 and 11 Drama teacher Lisa Ramsden saw on TV. 
Like the more famous “Story Pirates,” the SAC students 
visit SAE and pair up with a younger student, getting to 
know them and drawing out their story ideas. Back at the 
high school, they vote on five ideas with the best potential 
for theatre, then get working on scripts.

“It’s a great introductory project for drama students 
who might be a bit nervous about being in front of an 
audience,” says Ramsden. “While writing the scripts they 
need to keep the audience’s ages, and what kinds of jokes 
would appeal to them, in mind.”

After working on the plays for about six weeks they invite 
their young muses to watch them perform at the high 
school. They honour the Grade 1/2 students whose ideas 
inspired each play, bringing them onto the makeshift stage 
to take a bow. 

“They absolutely loved seeing their ideas come to life,” 
says Michelle Friesen, whose Grade 1/2 class was chosen 
for the Story Pirates visit this past fall. “The room was 
filled with laughter as everyone listened and watched the 
dramas attentively.”

While they’re often surprised with how much work it is 
to put together a play from idea to script to performance, 
Ramsden says her students are thrilled when they see how 
much the younger students enjoy the performances. 

“It’s so worth it to see how pleased and proud they are. 
It’s just a great collaboration.” 

 Grade 11 SAC students (from left) Roland K., Wyatt W. and 
Ethan K. perform a play inspired by conversations with their 
Grade 1/2 audience from SAE.
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 Grade 12 SAC student Carmen Trudeau 
received a Queen Elizabeth II Platinum 
Jubilee Medal at the Manitoba Legislative 
Building for her volunteer work.

Staff from across the division gathered in-person for the 
first time in more than three years for a division-wide 
Professional Development day in February focused on 
Truth and Reconciliation.

The day began with staff receiving Long Service 
achievement awards, celebrating their years of service 
and dedication. Next, keynote speaker Kevin Chief, the 
former Manitoba Legislative Assembly member and 
community champion, set an informative and emotional 
tone for the day with his inspiring message of resiliency 
and reconciliation, sharing his stories of growing up and 
learning to embrace his Indigenous roots, his name and 
the hardships he and his family have endured. 

Staff then heard from Lola Whonnock, an Indigenous 
Inclusion Consultant with Manitoba Education & 
Early Childhood Learning. She talked about the 
province’s new Indigenous Education Policy Framework, 
Mamàhtawisiwin: The Wonder We Are Born With, 
and how educators can advance their knowledge and 
abilities with Indigenous topics and work them into the 
curriculum. 

“The work we have to do collectively around truth 
and reconciliation is something we all have equal 
responsibility to share, regardless of our roles in the 
division,” says Chris Szun, Assistant Superintendent, 
Instruction & Curriculum. “Both of the speakers we 
heard helped highlight this work and our obligation to 
properly incorporate Indigenous perspectives throughout 
our system, using the policy framework as a guide.”

In the afternoon, the staff broke off into their individual 
school groups to discuss what they need to do to 
embrace these commitments.

“They talked about the calls to action and how we as 
educators have such an important role in changing what 
we do going forward, and what day-to-day steps we 
can take that will help make a difference,” says Mireille 
Bazin-Berryman, Director of Curriculum. “Some of the 
groups also touched on the local culture and history of 
the Seine River School Division, because the land we are 
situated on is so very rich in history and culture, which 
allows for meaningful learning opportunities for our 
students.” 

 Kevin Chief inspired the 600+ SRSD staff by sharing his story, including onscreen 
representations of resiliency, reconciliation and opportunities for youth.

Truth, reconciliation and inspiration

A decade of dedicated volunteering in her community and at school 
has earned a Ste. Anne Collegiate student recognition from both the 
province and the Queen. 

“When I saw the email my heart kind of started racing… I was 
overwhelmed at first and wasn’t sure if it was real,” said Grade 12 
student Carmen Trudeau, about learning she had been nominated to 
receive a Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal. Dawson Trail MLA 
Bob Lagassé nominated Carmen for the award – and presented it to her 
in a ceremony at the Manitoba Legislative Building – to recognize her 
volunteer work, including helping seniors at Villa Youville, at local events 
and rodeos, working with animals at a sanctuary, and at school, where 
she is on the Leadership committee and takes photos of sporting events 
for the school yearbook. 

Carmen says she’s honoured to receive the award, and humbly credits 
her parents, her mémé (grandma) and those around her for inspiring her 
to give back and supporting her along the way. 

A royal honour
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Tiny teachers
In a dozen classrooms 
across the division, 
students are learning 
about hope, inclusion, 
courage, responsibilities 
and more, thanks to some 
tiny visitors.

The Roots of Empathy 
program invites a family 
from the community 
with a young baby into 
a K-8 classroom to visit 
throughout the school 
year. After having the 
traditional program 
interrupted by the 

pandemic, Roots of Empathy has returned to classrooms 
in the division this school year.

Each parent and baby – who is between two and four 
months old at the start – visit the same class once a 
month. Spread out around a green blanket, students 
sing a welcome song, then play with the baby and 
observe what they do, how they react to things around 
them and how they grow and change between visits. 
A certified Roots of Empathy instructor – typically a 
school guidance or resource teacher who is trained 

to deliver the program – helps guide the observations 
and discussion based on monthly themes like safety, 
identifying emotions, crying and communicating.

“The program helps students build emotional literacy, 
and we’ve seen results like a decrease in bullying and 
aggression, and an increase in pro-social behavior and 
inclusionary practices,” says Gisele Charr, a Roots of 
Empathy mentor for the division.

The Roots of Empathy curriculum is tailored to the 
various grade groups and the students’ developmental 
level. For each program, children from the community 
are chosen to be the “Roots baby” to help build a 
bridge between the community and the school.

“Students really open up in this program. They talk and 
share their feelings, and none of the work is graded,” 
says Charr. “They learn about caring for someone else 
and interacting with the world, and understanding that 
we all have different feelings.”

Being involved is a gift to the families too, says Nicole 
Lindblom, a Roots of Empathy instructor who also 
became a mentor this year.

“Parents get a real sense of pride, love, community and 
support. How often do you have 20 people in a room 
around you, clapping because your baby was able to 
grab a toy?” Lindblom says. “It lets the families know 
there are other people out there who really care for their 
baby too.” 

Tucked in the basement of École St. Norbert Immersion (ESNI), 
and named for the school’s mascot, you’ll find Panther’s Closet. 
Open to school families and the surrounding community, it acts 
as a free “store” for anyone who needs a helping hand, and 
also as a lending library for extra warm, dry clothes students 
can borrow if they fall in a big puddle at recess or simply forget 
their mittens one day.

“Panther’s Closet helps ensure the students are always dressed 
warmly and nobody will be cold or wet outside. It also shows 
kids that recycling and reusing is a good thing, and that 
includes clothing,” says ESNI Principal François Rémillard. “The 
idea is to take away the stigma from used clothing, and to 
create a culture of stewardship and a sense of community.”

Families and community members donate gently used children’s clothing and footwear throughout the year, and 
each spring the school holds an open house (planned for April 22 this year) for anyone to come “shop.”

“It’s amazing to see how much support the community has given. It’s really overwhelming, in a good way,” says 
Nicole Burton, an ESNI parent who runs the closet on behalf of the school, with help from other parent volunteers.

But ESNI isn’t the only school helping to keep students warm and dry. Among others, Ste. Anne Elementary School 
(SAE) has started a Clothing Swap event for families in the community, holding their first swap in October and 
planning for another this spring, says Connie Ruggles, Grade 1/2 and Reading Recovery teacher.

A letter home to parents requesting clothing donations got a huge response. Ruggles and a few other teachers 
sorted and displayed it all at the school over two evenings, for families to come and fill a bag. They even invited 
students to come with their class to choose some items. 

“This helps fill a need in our community. Kids grow out of things quickly, so it’s better to reuse it,” Ruggles says. 
“The students were all so excited to have new clothes, and it was cute to see them wearing them the next day.” 

Warm clothes, big hearts

 Parent volunteers including Nicole Burton (centre) 
sort clothing donations for ESNI’s Panther’s Closet 
open house. 

 Grade 2 student Harrison 
observes baby Iver during 
a Roots of Empathy family 
visit at La Salle School. 


